
There are 8,313 people registered as homeless. 
Another 61,880 are on the housing list. Shocking. 
But just as shocking is the fact that there are 
230,056 unoccupied houses across the state.

So the problem is not lack of houses and it’s not 
too much demand caused by immigration, as 
suggested in recent leaflets from the Far Right 
National Party.

The problem is not too many people – foreign 
born or Irish, black or white. We have a population 
in the Republic of only 4.9 million. That’s 3 million 
less than what it was before the Famine.

SO WHAT IS THE PROBLEM?
1. The government are not building enough public 
housing on public land – like they did in the 40’s 
– 80’s, like our estates in Ballyfermot, Drimnagh, 
Crumlin etc. Back then, there was ‘differential‘ 
rents; you paid less if you earned less, the more if 
you earned – more you paid. So there was a good 
mix – trades workers, factory workers, nurses, 
teachers, drivers, and pensioners and young 
families, all rubbing along together.

2. House prices and rents are not ‘affordable’ 
– they’re ridiculous!  €2500 a month for new 
houses, even in working class areas like  Ballymun. 
Nothing to do with immigrants - that’s down to 
Government policies that favour their developer 
and landlord pals.
 

WHO IS ‘OUR OWN’?
They say it’s common sense to ‘look after our 
own first’. What do they mean when they say 
‘our own’? They don’t mean ordinary working 
people, whatever their colour, or where they’re 
from. They mean only Irish born and ‘white’. This 
ignores the fact that the main ones responsible 
for the housing crisis are ‘our own’ – successive 
Fianna Fáil and Fine Gael governments and 
Housing Ministers,  a third of whom are landlords 
themselves. The bankers and fly-boys we bailed 
out - all white Irish; Seanie Fitzpatrick, Johnny 
Rohan – they’re household names! and Ireland’s 
biggest land lord today - a company called IRES 
REIT, whose Chief Executive is the white, Irish, 
Margaret Sweeney. 

WHO’S TO BLAME?
Blaming immigrants (who make up half the staff 
in our hospitals, for instance) lets the government 
and their rich pals off the hook, and sets people 
against each other, just when we should be uniting 
together to demand homes for all. It’s an old tactic 
of Fascists and the Far Right, just like Hitler blamed 
the Jews for everything that was wrong with 
Germany at the time. 

They only want to divide and rule. The Far Right 
have never lifted a finger to campaign for housing. 
They just want to spread hate, and fool people into 
giving them support.

Don’t be taken in. Don’t look for scapegoats. Blame 
the real cause of the housing crisis – the greed of 
corrupt politicians and the rich developers that 
they look after. Join us in fighting their rotten 
system. Demand homes for all
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LDA – A BIGGER RIP-OFF 
THAN WATER CHARGES

The government is pushing through a bill to 
create a Land Development Agency (LDA) and 
its main purpose is the privatisation of public 
land. This will make the rich developers and 
Vulture Fund even richer, while doing little for 
the thousands of ordinary people on waiting 
lists, or living in homelessness.

The sharks that buy such property pay little or 
no tax when they turn a profit. For instance Ires 
Reit, now the State’s largest private landlord 
(4,000 rental properties) increased their rental 
income by 30%, despite the pandemic. In 2019, 
on a total profit of €86.3 million, they paid NO 
corporation tax.

Along with others, People Before Profit 
councillors, like Hazel de Nortúin & Tina 

MacVeigh, won support on Dublin City Council 
for taking a stand against the LDA. Bríd Smith 
TD, and our other PBP TDs will fight it in the 
Dáil, and campaign against it nation-wide. We 
say: 

• Scrap the LDA  -  it’s a give-away of our 

greatest asset, our land, to the developers.

• Start a massive programme of building 

public housing on public land

• Rent controls and protection for tenants 

must be brought in NOW.

• No evictions into homelessness

• Homes for people – not for profit
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