
LGBT POLICY

SUMMARY

People Before Profit campaigns for full equality for LBGT people. We want:

* An end to the ban on gay or bisexual men donating blood.

* The abolition of section 37.1 of the Employment Equality Act which allows educational
and medical institutions run by religious bodies to discriminate against those who do not
conform to the religious ethos

* Hate crime legislation to deal with homophobic and transphobic attacks and proper
recording of data on such attacks.

* Compulsory, age-appropriate sex education which deals with issues around gender,
sexuality, consent and contraception
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People Before Profit’s LGBT Policy

The People Before Profit Alliance is firmly committed to supporting LGBT people in their struggle for full
equality.

2015 has seen two momentous achievements, the passing of the same-sex marriage referendum and
the passing of the gender recognition bill. People Before Profit recognises the enormity of these steps,
in particular  with regard to the hugely positive response to the referendum and its  overwhelming
support.

In the wake of the referendum, a common thread seemed to emerge in political and media discourse
that  the  LGBT rights  movement  was  now finished as  full  equality  had  been  achieved.  However  a
number of legal  and social  issues remain, while homophobia and transphobia are still  a significant
problem.

In the interest of achieving full equality for LGBT people in Ireland, the People Before Profit Alliance will
advocate for:

- An end to the ban on gay or  bisexual  men donating blood –  the ban is  outdated,  unfairly
discriminates and has no basis in scientific reasoning.

- The abolition of section 37.1 of the Employment Equality Act which allows educational  and
medical institutions run by religious bodies to discriminate against those who do not conform to
the religious ethos.

- Passing of hate crime legislation to deal with homophobic and transphobic attacks

- Recording of data on homophobic and transphobic attacks. Transphobic attacks are currently
not recorded so there are no figures on the amount of attacks happening.

As well as these legal changes, there needs to be real societal change to eradicate homophobia and
transphobia from Irish society. Therefore the People Before Profit Alliance will campaign for:

- Compulsory, age-appropriate sex education which deals with issues around gender, sexuality,
consent and contraception

- Anti-bullying initiatives for schools, youth groups, sports clubs etc

- LGBT awareness training for workplaces, community organisations, sports clubs etc.

The  People  Before  Profit  Alliance  also  recognise that  simply  eradicating  homophobia  and
transphobia are not enough. LGBT people have suffered for decades through verbal and physical
abuse,  discrimination,  and exclusion.  This  leads  to  a  multitude  of  problems.  Despite  the  huge
progress made in Ireland in the past 25 years, depression, suicide and addiction rates among LGBT
people are still significantly higher than among the general population. Isolation is also a serious
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issue for LGBT people, especially in more rural areas, and among older LGBT people. To address
these issues the People Before Profit Alliance will campaign for:

- Restoration and improvement of funding for mental health and addiction treatment services.

- Proper funding for LGBT organisations and resource centres.
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