
POLICY ON ABORTION

SUMMARY

People Before Profit:

* supports the repeal of the 8th amendment to the Constitution.

* supports a woman’s right to make her own decisions regarding reproduction, including
the right to free, safe, and legal abortion

* will continue to campaign for proper supports and equality for families and children.
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People Before Profit’s Policy on Abortion

The Context

The struggle for abortion rights for women in Ireland has been hard fought over the past 30 years, and
is still far from being won. Many members of the People Before Profit Alliance have been involved in
that struggle, and we have actively supported campaigning groups such as Action on X, as well as the
various private members’ bills introduced by Clare Daly, TD, Joan Collins, TD and Mick Wallace, TD and
also by Ruth Coppinger, TD. 

The Protection of Life during Pregnancy Act 2013 (X case legislation) was enacted in Autumn 2013.
While it would be hard to say that the legislation was a ‘victory’ for women and for the Left generally, it
was certainly a defeat for conservatism and for the Catholic Church. 

The Current Situation 

The serious concerns we had about the severe limitations and omissions in an Act which remains
strictly within the narrow terms of the 8th Amendment to the Constitution have all  too sadly been
borne out by cases such as that of Ms Y. This young woman was a rape victim whose life was at risk
from suicide. She was repeatedly denied an abortion, and was forced, under duress, to undergo a
caesarean section at 24 weeks.  It is still the case under the 2013 Act that, for example, women’s health
is not protected. Women and children pregnant as a result of rape or child sexual abuse are not able to
access abortion services, nor are women with pregnancies where there is a fatal abnormality of the
foetus. Women and their doctors are still liable to be criminalised for abortions performed outside the
narrow terms  of  the  Act,  including  a  person  assisting  a  woman  to  obtain  abortion  pills  over  the
internet, or any woman who takes abortion medication. The review process for an abortion procedure
to be approved, especially where there is a risk of suicide, is so draconian and cumbersome that the
vast majority of women continue to travel to the UK and elsewhere for an abortion, if they can afford it,
and if they are in good enough health to do so. 

These are only some of the ways in which current legislation fails to protect women and to respect
their human rights. 

Nevertheless,  the introduction of  legislation explicitly  recognising that  abortion is  lawful  to  save a
woman’s life marks a turning point in the struggle for reproductive freedom in Ireland. Immediately
after  the  Protection  of  Life  During  Pregnancy  Act  became  law,  a  Coalition  to  Repeal  the  Eighth
Amendment  was formed to campaign  for  a  referendum to delete  this  dangerous and unworkable
amendment  from  our  Constitution.  People  Before  Profit  members  play  a  prominent  role  in  this
Coalition.  

Every day, twelve women travel from Ireland to the UK 
and to other European countries to access abortion services.

Page 2 Policy on Abortion



Our Position 

Deciding whether  and when to have children and whether to have an abortion are  very personal
matters. We believe that these decisions should be made by women themselves, in consultation with
their doctor, and with the support of their partner and family if that is appropriate. People Before Profit
supports a woman’s right to make her own decisions regarding reproduction, including the right to
free, safe, and legal abortion.

We believe that access to abortion is a fundamental human right for women, and crucial to women’s
economic  and  social  independence.  We  believe  abortion  should  be  available  country-wide  and
provided free through the health service.  

To  achieve  reproductive  choice  for  women,  we  will  continue  to  campaign  for  repeal  of  the  8 th

Amendment  to  the  Constitution  which  is  a  source  of  real  danger  to  women’s  lives,  health  and
freedom.   

People  Before  Profit  will  continue  to  campaign  for  proper  supports  and  equality  for  families  and
children.  We  call  for  all  social  welfare  payments  to  be  restored  to  their  pre-austerity  levels;  for
adequate provision for lone parents and their families, for people with disabilities and for children with
special needs. We will campaign for an end to child poverty (almost 10% of children in Ireland live in
consistent poverty, with 20% of children at risk of poverty), and for the provision of high quality child-
minding and child care services for all who need them.  We will continue to campaign for fully equal
social, economic, legal and political rights for women.  
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